MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 8th May, 2012 AT 7.50 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


G W Bates – Chairman
E H Lewis– Deputy Chairman
Mrs J Horton

W J Bellin
B Kennard
Apologies:
Councillors A J Austin and Mrs H J Maclehose.

Clerk:



Cllr E H Lewis (Acting)

There was one member of the public present at the meeting.

2
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
2.1
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 8th May were received and adopted.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
There were no matters arising that were not already included on the Agenda for the meeting. Noted.
4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING.
4.1   The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th May were received and adopted.  Carried unanimously

5.
MATTERS ARISING 
5.1  Red Telephone Box The Chairman reported that the official opening during the Jubilee festivities had been very successful. The treasurer would be asked for a reconciliation of the expenditure on this project to the amount set aside for the work.  Cllr Austin and Mr John Lloyd had worked well in preparing the village green for the event and it was agreed to send a letter of thanks to both. A bill had been received from the contractors for the ground works which was £470 and it was agreed to pay this. Proposed by Cllr Mrs. Horton and seconded by Cllr Kennard. Cllr Lewis advised that there had been a query concerning the fact that the telephone box would not be operational. The Chairman advised that BT would require the Council to pay £485 p.a. to retain a service there. BT reported that in the last accounting period there were two reports of usage; one said 0 calls, and the other 1 call. It was agreed that a note about this would be included in the Newsletter. Noted.
5.2 Highways The Chairman stated that Mr Peter Graham-Woollard had agreed to follow up the issue of the footpath pavement by the school. Cllr Lewis advised that he had informed County Councillor Thomas of damage to a road sign immediately south of the village school. The sign had been repaired by the Vale of Glamorgan. The Chairman advised that the triangle of land on the village end of Twmpath Lane could now be cut as the daffodils had died back. Noted.
5.3  Audit 2011-12. These had been sent off to the Auditors. Noted.
5.4   
Disclosure of Information: website Cllr Lewis had accessed the OVW information and had concluded that provided the website was kept to the basic information of notices of meetings, minutes and accounts, then the community-council.org.uk site would meet the council’s needs. It was agreed to proceed and set up a web site at £24.95 p.a. inc VAT. 
5.5   Best Kept Village Competition Cllr Lewis informed members     that he had prepared an item for the Newsletter and the dates of the judging had been circulated. The Chairman had received a quotation for £200 to clear Little Hill and the bank opposite The Spinney of weeds and debris. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Horton and seconded by Cllr Kennard to proceed with the work. Agreed.
5.6   HMRC – PAYE Annual Return The Chairman reported that this had been completed and dispatched within the deadline and a VAT claim had been also submitted. Noted.
5.7 Appointment of Clerk The Chairman advised that an advertisement had been placed in the Gem at a cost of £216 + VAT (£259.20). It was agreed to reimburse the Chairman for this amount, proposed by Cllr Mrs. Horton and seconded by Cllr Bellin. Agreed. The Chairman further advised that there had been three applicants. It was agreed that a sub Committee be established for interview purposes and the panel would consist of the Chairman and Cllr Mrs Horton. A recommendation would be circulated by e-mail to council members for a decision to be made before the next meeting. Agreed.
6.        CLERK’S REPORT
6.1 OVW Training It was agreed that Cllr Kennard should attend and that the course fee be met by the Council. The new Clerk would also be offered the opportunity to attend the OVW AGM.
6.2    OVW Flood risk management.  This was noted.
6.3    OVW Jubilee Woods for South Wales.   This was noted.
6.4    Vale Standards Committee It was agreed to nominate Cllr Kennard to sit on this committee.
6.5    Insurance Cllr Lewis reported that he had requested additional quotations for this but none had been received. Zurich Insurance had enquired whether the council was going to renew the insurance cover with them. It was agreed to renew the insurance with Zurich (£212.26) and the papers be passed to the Treasurer for payment. It was further agreed that the matter would be discussed at the April 2013 meeting to allow ample time for renewal discussions and quotations. 
6.6   Boundary Commission for Wales. Correspondence from the Commission was noted.
6.7    Information for the Vale Council Cllr Lewis reported that he had sent in a return advising them of the representatives for various committees from this council. Noted.

7
TREASURER’S REPORT

7.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer had circulated papers for the meeting which showed £1331.53 in the current account and £9693.17 in the deposit account. Noted. The Chairman reported that the low interest rate being received (0.7%) should be examined with the possibility of a Bond being used for 12 months which would provide a higher return (3%). There were some issues on the possible commitments facing the council such as the LDP. It was agreed to further consider the issue at the next meeting.
8
OTHER BUSINESS
8.1
Eisteddfod
Cllr Bellin raised the question of road signage for this event. It appeared that the Vale of Glamorgan had already published preferred routes to the Maes on their web site. The Village web site also had a map. Noted. 
8.2   Newsletter
Cllr Kennard asked whether the next Newsletter could include a list of the councillors. The Chairman agreed to arrange this. Noted.
8.3   Vale of Glamorgan Minutes
The Chairman reported receipt of these and members were welcome to look at them although there was nothing of direct interest to the community. Noted.
8.4   Pre- Application Planning Discussions. 
A consultation document had been circulated by the Acting Clerk and there was some question of how best this could be handled. It was agreed that a copy of the booklet would be obtained.
8.5   Forthcoming Events
The Fete week would be from 1st July and there would be a Songs of Praise at 9.30 a.m. in the Church. It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Maclehose should be asked to represent the Council. Noted.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 10th July at 7.30 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.  The Chairman gave his apologies in advance for that meeting and the Deputy Chairman would take the meeting.
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed………………………………………………………………………………....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date………………………………………………………………………………........

Signed………………………………………………………………………………....

Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date………………………………………………………………………………........

COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
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